                                    Lightning News for November 30th – December 4th.
Barnhill does their Best! Better Every Single Time.
The theme for the month of December is “generosity.”
“Life is not about giving up or giving in. Life is about giving.” ~ Anthony Douglas Williams ~
This week is a four-day week for students. There are no classes for students on Friday, December 4th it is for parent/teacher conferences in the morning and professional learning in the afternoon.
Tomorrow is November 30th and the end of our Oscar Award program for the month of November! The winners of the cleanest class for each floor will be announced. The class bubble that has won will enjoy an afternoon of movies and popcorn. Good luck.
We are still in the Orange phase of COVID-19 ~ We are continuing to practice all our safety routines and follow the rules and guidelines of Public Health and our School Operational Plan. 
Please take the opportunity to read the following information: http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-S/SiteAssets/Pages/COVID-19/ORANGE%20LEVEL%20FINAL.pdf
We recognize that the current uncertainty of being in the Orange phase can create anxiety for many. As a school team we are focused on your child’s wellbeing. Please reach out if there is anything you feel will help us with your child.
While in the Orange phase we are keeping our classroom bubbles safe. We are not having any in person meetings. The GSA and SRC meetings have been postponed. However, that is not to say that the SRC have not come up with some exciting and imaginative ideas to enjoy the month of December! Our SRC will have some different themes and class bubble fun headed our way over the next couple of weeks. 
All updates and communication from ASD-S can be found here:
http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-S/Pages/Welcome.aspx
Ring A Bell campaign to promote positive mental health – the 10th annual Ring A Bell campaign takes place this week. 
Dominic Cardy our Education and Early Childhood Development Minister has stated the following: “Promoting positive mental health in our schools is essential to setting our students up for long term success. By having open discussions about mental health, we are better able to support children and youth, and improve the overall well- being of New Brunswickers. I encourage everyone to participate by ringing the bell this week.”
At Barnhill Memorial school – we will be ringing the bell and in our Foundations classes we will be having discussions and videos to teach our students about mental health concerns within our community.
Please remember when packing lunches for school that we are nut free. Please read the ingredients of food items and ensure that nothing with any kind of nuts come to school.


The construction of the Lightning Dome, our outside classroom is going very well. We as a school community have decided to have this construction as a legacy project for our grade 8 students. All our grade 8 students by class bubble are involved in the construction – some students have been involved in the preliminary planning, and some are doing wood working, some are doing cleaning and laying the foundation, and some will be doing gardening. We are working hard to see the Lightning Dome come to completion and be able to use in January 2021. We are all excited and proud of this project! We feel that this is an excellent legacy for our grade 8 students of 2020/2021 to leave behind for the rest of our students to enjoy.

We are sure that everyone knows that every December we do the “Dodge Hunger” campaign. Even though this year is very different we still want to complete this campaign. The West Side Food Bank is always very appreciative of our food and cash donations in order to help those in need in our community. This year we are doing the “Dodge Hunger” campaign by class bubble! Every class bubble will create a team name, they will start to collect non-perishable food items in their bubble, they will bring in decorations and on Wednesday morning of December 16th all bubbles will work on creating a Christmas Village. We will have videos of the process and pictures of the winning team. The team will win by having the most creative village. The videos will be shown to every class bubble and it will be posted on our website. The winning team will have their team name on our trophy in the front display case. The first step is for all class bubbles to start collecting food items in order to create their village. This is sure to be a fun/creative and very generous campaign. 

On the horizon…
Tuesday, December 1st all students will be receiving their Report Cards. 
This report card will indicate progress from September until November 27th. Please keep in mind that assessment will be reported using the 1-4 scale. There will also be anecdotal comments from all the teachers, reporting your child’s success in their classes.
Parent/Teacher conferences will be held virtually on Thursday, December 3rd from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday, December 4th from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
The website to book Parent/Teacher conferences is open.
Appointments are limited to 10 minutes each. Please consider only speaking with teachers in which you have specific questions or concerns. The discussions need to be limited to academic / schoolwork concerns only.
Teachers can also reply to quick inquiries via e-mail. The Barnhill Memorial website has a full list of our teacher’s names and their email addresses.
If you do not have access to a device to take part in a virtual Parent/Teacher conference, please contact the school 658-5393 and we will plan to book a time that you can speak with your child’s teacher via phone.


For a quick video overview of the online booking process, see here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGbSBvZwbL0
For more detailed instructions on booking the virtual meeting, watch this video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bX1zdTpwXvM
Thank you.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 658-5971 or jill.ferguson@nbed.nb.ca 
